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commercial: something for business to make 
money; not for personal reasons (adj)

He has a commercial fishing boat, so he sells 
the fish he catches.
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salary: the money paid to a worker from the 
company they work for (n)

Most people want to be a paid a high salary for 
their work.
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hypothermia:  body temperature below 35.0 °C (95.0 °F) 
as a result of being too cold for too long of a time (n)

The man got caught in a winter storm and 
almost died of hypothermia.
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fatality: a person who has died by an accident 
or by violence (n)

There were many fatalities when the ship sank 
in the cold ocean waters.
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Of is a preposition. Of commonly introduces prepositional 
phrases which are complements of nouns, creating the pattern: 

noun + of + noun

Lima is the capital of Peru.
I would like a piece of cake.
The roof of the house is black.
The frosting of the cake is 
chocolate.
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     Life as a commercial fisherman is not easy, 
but each year thousands of workers go to the 
shores of Alaska, USA, to get on boats to start 
their jobs. These fishermen work very hard for 
long hours and sometimes in terrible weather 
conditions. Commercial fishing is known to be 
one of the deadliest and dirtiest jobs to have. 
But among the different fishing jobs in Alaska, 
one job is the most dangerous, crab fishing. 
Most choose this dangerous job because the 
salary is high.
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     Alaska crab fishermen work during the 
cold months of October to January. They 
fish many hours away from shore, so if 
someone gets hurt, they can't drive them 
to the hospital. The water is icy, and 
storms happen more often this time of 
year. They have to work with crab cages 
that weigh 360 kg, walk on icy decks, and 
stay in the cold, windy weather for 15-20 
hours a day. The workers eat, sleep, and 
work on the fishing boats. They live on 
the boats for 3-4 months each year.
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Crab fishermen 
work in dangerous 

conditions



     Alaskan crab fishing is the most dangerous 
job in the USA. Each year an average of 34 
boats sink, and 24 fishermen die. 80% of the 
deaths are from falling off the ship into the 
freezing water. The water is so cold that a 
person can quickly die of hypothermia or 
drown. The fatality rate is 80 times higher 
than in other dangerous jobs. One fisherman 
dies every week on average. Also, many 
fishermen get serious injuries caused by the 
heavy machinery and gear they work with. 
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In some words, "g" doesn't make a sound. We call it a "silent g."
Most of the time, in the letter combination "gn," the "g" is silent.

gnarl
gnarly
gnash
gnat
gnaw
gnib

gnome

gnomic
gnomonic

gnosis
gnostic

gnu
gnotobiotic

gnotobiology
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